the issues of life and death may fitly be confided. How such a transformation can be effected by the mere receipt of a qualification or licence to practice, no one, however ready to believe that increased responsibility brings increased fitness to bear it, can satisfactorily explain. As a matter of fact, no such explanation is needed. The majority of medical students are not idle, nor rough, nor brutal, and their development into the doctors we know is a very natural process.
But in the student days it is the black sheep who come most before the public, the men who, if they ever gain a degree at all, make such poor use of it that the public in general knows nothing of them. They are of no account, and their deeds and misdeeds, unless they so utterly forget the honour of their profession as to sink into criminal practice, do not affect the general good opinion in which doctors are justly held, because they are so utterly unknown to any large section of the public. But cram " the average mind with those practical details of treatment about which the student is questioned in a clinical examination.
In the theoretical classes similar precautions are taken to ensure regular attendance. We may quote as an example of college regulations in this matter the first and second rules laid down for observance by lecturers at the Royal College of Surgeons at Edinburgh :? " 1. Every lecturer at this school of medicine shall ascertain, at least twenty-five times in a six months' course, and twelve times in a three months' course, the actual attendance given by his pupils.
" 2. He shall do this by calling the name of each pupil at least once a-week, and enter in a regular roll-book the presence or absence of each individual; the students, of course, being kept in ignorance of the particular days on which this is to be done, excepting on the occasion of the first roll-call, which shall net be later than the fifteenth day of the session."
It is true that the ingeniously lazy student can evade the supervision the authorities of his school thus try to exercise. There is always a kind and unscrupulous friend at hand to write his name in the attendance-book, or answer "Present" when his name is called and he is not in the class-room. If the attendance is marked by the student giving his visiting card on certain days wheD he enters the class-room, a bribe given to the janitor will induce him to add that of an absentee to the collection.
Buc such things as these are inevitable. Make regulations of the utmost stringency, and there will still be found men who will succeed in evading them. There are students who could not fail to become shining lights in their profession if they showed half as much energy in persuing as they display in evading their work. The impossibility of compelling men to industry against their will was felt so strongly by one professor at the Edinburgh University that he told his class at the beginning of the session the days on which he meant to call for their cards, and left it to their honour to be faithful in their attendance on the days when it was not noted. It is true that his talents and popularity were such as to render him always sure of a class-room full to overcrowding, and it might not be advisable for all lecturers to follow his example. But his action showed that he felt it impossible to convert idleness into industry by any other than moral force ; and the experience of most of the deans and registrars of our medical schools will justify his action. 
